
Dear HRMS Families, 

This edition of the HRMS news contains answers to questions regarding changes for next year, information on 
the boundary review process and a recap of our recent Parent Education Night. 

Curricular Changes at HRMS? 
We are fielding a number of questions from families about programmatic changes at HRMS.  I believe that this 
may be coming from the Boundary Process.  There will be NO CHANGES in our program offerings for the 
2019-20 school year.  Our math program will still have the same scope and sequence of classes.  The same 
classes will be offered-including the same sequence of compacted and advanced math offerings. 
 We are very excited to add an additional Health/PE teacher to our school starting next year.  This will have no 
impact on our core academic programs.  Please let me (Brent) know if you have any questions regarding these 
concerns. 

Attendance Boundary Final Recommendations to the School Board 
The boundary review committee has issued their final recommendation to the administration towards solving 
overflowing inequitable programming issues in our school district. As you know by now, some of our schools 
are overpopulated, while others have empty classrooms, making it difficult to deliver comparable program 
levels at all schools. 
The committee read hundreds of comments and had dozens more conversations regarding initial draft proposals. 
They felt that the comments and data made it abundantly clear that the district could not adequately address 
uneven enrollment without changing the pattern of how our elementary schools feed into our middle schools. 
Our district encompasses five total elementary schools. Three elementary schools—including two of our 
largest—feed into one middle school. 

Community input consistently maintained that our families care most about “equitable access to high-quality 
instruction for all children,” and this would not be possible without addressing uneven enrollment at the middle 
school level. 

In addition to the proposed map, the Committee is recommending that based on the urgency of the issue, the 
new elementary attendance boundaries go into effect immediately for the 2019-20 school year, with the option 
of “grandfathering” for students currently enrolled in elementary school. They recommend middle school 
boundaries go into effect for the 2020-21 school year, with the option of “grandfathering” for students currently 
enrolled in 5th-7th grade. Grandfathering means a student would have the option to remain within the current 
existing school. 

Below, we are including the summary of the process up to this point, and what you can expect to happen next. 

Summary of the Process: 

• In fall of last year, the District announced that it would initiate a boundary review process to solve for 
overcrowding at Westside Elementary School, Mid Valley Elementary School and Hood River Middle 
School. The Board approved a contract with FLO Analytics to guide the process. 

• In November and December 2019, FLO Analytics worked with survey expert “Critical Data” to survey 
265 households in Hood River County. Critical Data completed one-on-one executive-style telephone 
interviews to get statistically significant and proportionally representative community feedback from 
parents/guardians across the district. These conversations informed the guiding principles for the 
process. 

• In March, a committee consisting of 13 parents and seven principals met for the first time. Parent 
members were nominated by their principals, and collectively, have children attending every school in 
Hood River County School District. The Committee was designed to balance perspectives from various 



schools. Over a two-month period, the committee met eight times, hosted two open houses, and 
delivered four total proposals that evolved based on community input. The final of those four proposals 
is what exists today. 

What Happens Next: 

• The proposed attendance boundary map will be presented to the school board on May 8. 
• The school board will provide feedback into the current plan. 
• The school board will then be asked to take action on boundary changes and timelines in a subsequent 

board meeting. 

View the boundary review committee’s final proposal. 

Changing school attendance areas is never easy and always contested to some degree. Change is often hard. The 
Committee has worked hard to adapt plans based on the feedback provided while still achieving the goal of 
better balancing student enrollment and ensuring equitable programming levels at all our schools. 

Dan Goldman. Superintendent of Hood River County School District 

  

Parent Education Night on Technology 
 We had an excellent showing last week for our presentation on Confidently Managing Screen Time.   You can 
find a link to our Google slide show here.   The session included a question and answer period.  I promised a 
response to a number of questions that were raised.  
 Parent Monitoring of Student Communication 

• If a parent would like to monitor their child’s school email communication you can make that request to 
HRMS (brent.emmons@hoodriver.k12.us) with the parent’s email address. This can be setup to provide 
mirroring of email communication. 

  

• If a parent would like to know more about their child’s total screen time,  a request to our school can be 
made to configure that on individual iPads.   Parents will need to view their students iPad at school on as 
needed basis to review actual use patterns. 

  

• Hood River County School District is looking at adding a program similar to Bark that will alert staff if 
concerning communications are being sent through email to protect our kids. 

 I appreciated the comments on how the new technology is providing access to students with learning 
challenges.  HRCSD is continuing to add programs that allow our children with challenges to access rigorous 
academic content.  HRCSD currently uses many levels of content filtering such as Firewall, Safe Search of 
Google and YouTube, and Device Content Filtering.  These programs can be tailored based on individual 
need.  Specific devices can be more highly restricted if deemed necessary.  Apple Classroom is used to aid with 
classroom supervision and management by our teachers. 
 
Andrea and I appreciated the feedback from families who attended the presentation. The HRCSD Director of 



Technology, Tod Hilstad, is available to talk with parents and answer questions on technology use and 
implementation for HRCSD.  He can be reached at tod.hilstad@hoodriver.k12.or.us 

   Thank you for continued support of Hood River Middle School.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions, concerns, or words of praise for the people or programs of Hood River Middle.  Have a great 
day. 

 Brent  

Brent M. Emmons, Principal 
Hood River Middle School 
 
 


